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INSTRUMENT TITLE:  Severity of Violence Against Women Scales (SVAWS) 
 
 
SOURCE ARTICLE: Marshall, L. L. (1992). Development of the severity of violence against 
women scales. Journal of family violence, 7(2), 103-121. 
 
 
POPULATION: College women and community women 
 
 
RESPONSE OPTIONS: Likert scale: (1) never, (2) once, (3) a few times, (4) many times 
 
 
SCORING: N/A 
 
  
SURVEY ITEMS: This instrument has already been formatted by the author. Please see 
attached. 
 
 
RELIABILITY INFORMATION: Cronbach’s α=  
Study 1: .92 for symbolic violence to .96 for moderate threats, and mild, moderate, and serious 
violence.  
Study 2: Despite severity scores composed of fewer ratings, alphas ranged from a low of .89 for 
symbolic violence to a high of .96 for mild and serious violence. 
 
 
VALIDITY INFORMATION: Content validity was assessed. Factor structure was tested and 
results revealed a nine-factor solution.	  	    
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